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CHOEI TAKANO
(1804-1850)

Choei’s heroic life was surely offered to the dawn of modern Japan.

Choei was born in the Goto family in Mizusawa in 1804. When Choei was 9 years old,
his father died. And he became an adopted child of the Takano family.

When he was 17 years old, he went to Edo (present Tokyo) and studied medicine.
Furthermore, he went to Nagasaki and studied medicine and Dutch from Siebold.
Siebold was a German doctor and he was a naturalist. Choei is an excellent student and
he received Doctor's title from Siebold.

Then, when he was 27 years old, in Edo (present Tokyo), he opened the hospital and
the private school "Daikando.” Moreover, he translated the books of various Dutch
learning into Japanese. For example, he wrote "Igen-Suyo" (it was the first physiology
book in Japan). He also wrote "Kyuko-Nibutuko." In this book, he wrote "People should
grow Sova and potatoes in preparation for starvation."

Like this, Choei wished people's happiness and he wrote many books.

By the way, in the Edo period, Tokugawa shogunate performed the national isolation
policy and forbade exchange with a foreign country. In such a situation, British ship
Morrison (in fact U.S. ship) came to Japan to send the Japanese who met with an
accident in the sea. But Tokugawa shogunate attacked and expelled Morrison with the
gun. Choei got to know that and he wrote "Yume-Monogatari (tale in a dream)." He
criticized the national isolation policy of Tokugawa shogunate with this book.

But "Yume-Monogatari" was found by Tokugawa shogunate and Choei was sent to
the jail. Then, the fire broke out in the jail at one night. He decided then "I would like to
offer a life to development of Japan." And he escaped from the jail.

Then, for about six years, while Choei went underground at many places, he
continued a doctor's work and translation of Dutch. But when Choei was 47 years old,
he was attacked by the chaser in the hiding place. Then, he killed himself with the own
sword on October 30, 1850.

Four years after Choei died, the national isolation policy was abolished. Then, the
high status was conferred on Choei Takano from Emperor Meiji, and he restored honor.

It is written in the monument as follows. "Choei opened the eye to the world out of
national isolation, and he was oppressed. From a jail to the outside of a jail From
north to south, he went underground over thousands of kilometers. His heroic life was
surely offered to the dawn of modern Japan. "

Choei Takano was a great doctor and he was a really great pioneer and the Holland
scholar.
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