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~ Explore the Universe!
~ National Astronomical Observatory of Japan

conducting both observation and research on
this ground for 120 years. Beginning with the
first director, D?lJ(jmura':,l;lisashi,"-discoverin g
the z-term, and through the historic first
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[mEHVED] Oshu City is a regional city with a population of about CONTENTS  FIEDUNE D coeerernreiiiii
110,000 located in the south of Iwate Prefecture, and

_ . its gateway is Mizusawa-Esashi Station on the Tohoku
ﬁ‘“‘lfﬁti\ %?%ﬁ@u{ﬁﬁ?é}\ufﬁ,ﬂ 1 1EA@11{37§%BFET\ i%mai%jt%ﬁﬁﬁ:\%i Shinkansen and three interchanges on the Tohoku
Expressway. The prefecture boasts the largest cultivated
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centered on rice cultivation, together with neighboring

5%%6:;}3“'{‘ ﬁg{’g%iﬁg&j%@%@%%%@Eﬁj‘é_ﬁf‘ ﬁﬁ%@g(ﬁﬁgté\ municipalities, it is also a cluster of Japan's leading RO XEKROTIR, € U CRMBEIRICODOFEFFN coererrreeeees

manufacturing industries (automobiles, semiconductors).

> 1] M MZ SR < N S Measures that are emphasized in community development
bt"—‘ Eﬁ%{kijé%mﬁ ( gé}ji‘ 4:%{2!&) ®%ﬁimf%35@ij° i‘6‘9<y)—(§*ﬁ‘ are the enhancement of community medical care and the g ) el AN R ettt
N 2 ttl t and migrati f the child-reari tion.
LTWBHisIE, MBEEORELTFETHROERE - BAETT . HLEMIFE The new industrialpark has been S0ld out, nosnly by A e
. N . R - . semiconductor-related companies, and 1,400 jobs will
{Z'-(Bal@%%%tplbl:%j’%b\ 1 ,400}\7%*%@@%75‘5{3&“&@_0 g_d)jt’a‘ii:?‘”\ﬂ VA% be created. In order to take advantage of thisgreat SR TIBWLLZE sy
opportunity, we are focusing our efforts on developing AR e e e e e aaaann

ERPTEHIC. FETHEHROES LS TWEBIERHEHRETOAERT B AT L a living environment that is comfortable for the child- -
rearing generation and building a public transportation BN OERER -

HESIC 2R L TOET . AESEC TN H OB RV 22T IEE 0T, system based on new ideas. We hope that this booklet will BIHFIMAP. <o e

give you a chance to know our Oshu City better.
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Dr. Kimura’s Discovery of the Z-Term

In 1899, latitude observatories were
set up around the world to observe
the variation in latitude from the
earth’s precession. The Temporary
Latitude Observatory was placed in
Mizusawa, Japan. However, when all
the laboratories’ data were checked,
Mizusawa had major errors and thus
received a “failing grade.” L

Dr. Kimura, Hisashi, the director,
thought the cause of the error was a
natural phenomenon. He discovered
that, by adding the term “z” (to
represent change) to the conventional
terms “x” and “y”, the measurements
were correct. The z-term was a great
discovery in astronomy, and Dr.
Kimura’s achievements were praised
around the world.

In 1920, the temporary observatory
became permanent. The main building
was full of vintage Taisho-era romance.

However, when it turned 80 years old,
its signs of aging became clear. It was
planned for demolition, but there was
a swell of support for its preservation
from citizens’ groups, and so in 2007,
it was transferred from country to our
city.

After some renovations, it opened as
the Oshu Space & Astronomy Museum
in April 2008, reborn as a place to
learn about the history of the latitude
observatory and the universe. In
2017, it became a Registered Tangible
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Miyazawa, Kenji and the Latitude Observatory
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Even now NAQOJ Mizusawa is still
conducting cutting-edge research.
With the equipment such as a huge
radio telescope and super computer
for astronomy "ATERUI 11", it has been
leading the world of astronomy with
the landmark first image of a black
hole and the exploits of spacecraft
Hayabusa2.

Because of this, in Oshu the letter
Z (from z-term) is used on school
badges, public buildings, and buses: it’s
quite well-known to locals.
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Cultural Property.
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Autonomy and Teamwork
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It was a major issue for the Shinjo district
promotion society that young people didn’t
participate in regional activities. When they
held a roundtable to get their honest opinions,
the young people said “there’s nowhere
to express our opinions”, “the events are
becoming routine”, and “if we could try our
own ideas--"

Hearing these voices, the promotion society
prepared a budget and supervision, and told
them “think on your own and try whatever
you'd like.” The young people formed “Team
Yanagi” and planed beer gardens, hotpot
parties, and movie screenings, involving local
individuals and groups, breathing new life into
Shinjo.

These activities were recognized, and their
hub, Shinjo Community Center, was selected
for the Excellent Public Hall Award. These
activities serve as an opportunity to learn about
each other through intergenerational exchange,
and provide a chance to pass along the torch of
community development.
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In summer 2019, Fujisato Fireworks (which
consisted of graduates of the personnel
development course in the city) had Bon
fireworks.

In addition to using the city’s subsidy, they
raised funds by collecting donations and selling
original T-shirts, and raised enough money
for the fireworks. Since many people coming
from other areas could cause parking lot and
garbage-related problems, Sasaki, Yoshiharu,
the group’s representative, asked for people not
to come from outside the region. “These are
our fireworks,” he said.

On August 14th, when the fireworks began,
their great rings bloomed in the night sky and
lit up the beautiful rice field background. The
explosive sound echoed in the surrounding
mountains.
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Fulfillment through Lifelong Learning and Sports
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Oshu is full of energy for lifelong learning,
and a variety of activities create opportunities
for education and interaction with people. The
Gotohaku Memorial Community Center is the
first community center in Japan donated by
the president of the Yomiuri Shinbun, Shoriki,
Matsutaro, in 1941. It is a Registered Tangible
Cultural Property.

There are many stage performances made
by citizens, the "Oshu Isawa Theater" which
started in 1985, the "Oshu Maesawa Theater"
and "Oshu Citizen's Theater" attract smiles and
excitement.

At Terakoya classes held at temples and
shrines during summer, for a brief time
students from elementary school through high
school interact together like siblings.
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Ohtani, Shohei Hometown Cheer Squad
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The Iwate Oshu Kirameki Marathon is the only
full marathon held in Tohoku, northeastern
Japan, in verdant May. Based on the course
and amenities (food and drink), it was selected
as one of the top 100 running courses in Japan.
The course is noteworthy for being flat, and full
of beautiful countryside scenery.

The Isawa River Canoe Competition Venue is
located directly under the Isawa Dam, and is
one of the leading canoe courses in Japan.

The natural environment and challenge of
the course elicit high praise from athletes
and observers alike. Through hosting the top
tournament in Japan, excitement grows year by

year.
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From the Emishi to the Rise of the Abe Clan, and the Origin of Oshu Fujiwara
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Osuzukami Site
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Tsunozuka Kofun

Isawajo Ruins

Oshu is a fertile land that has been
cultivated for about 2,000 years. In the
8th century, the imperial court sent a
large army to conquer the region, but
they were repelled by the skillful tactics
of Aterui, the leader of the indigenous
Emishi. However, they were exhausted
by repeated battles and surrendered to
Sakanoue, Tamuramaro. He built the
Isawa Castle in 802 AD, and ruled the
land of the Emishi.

The Abe clan emerged in the 11th
century and ruled the vast Oshu area.
But Abe, Yoritoki conflicted with the
imperial court and Zenkunen battle
occurred in 1051. With the strength of
the Kiyohara clan from Dewa (Akita),
Minamoto, Yoriyoshi, leader of the
imperial army, destroyed the Abe
in 1062. Abe, Yoritoki's grandson,
Fujiwara, Kiyohira and his mother were
taken by the enemy, the Kiyohara.

In 1083, conflict within the Kiyohara
clan broke out as Gosannen battle.
Kiyohira won with cooperation of the
Minamoto. Kiyohira became the first
generation of Oshu Fujiwara clan.
Kiyohira built up Buddhist culture
in Hiraizumi to pray for the souls
lost in the countless battles; its glory
continued for 100 years.
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Extra Candidate Sites for Hiraizumi World Heritage

Hiraizumi was registered as a World Heritage
Site because of its outstanding and universal
value for its architecture and gardens that
directly represent the Pure Land. We are aiming
for additional registration of other ruins that are
vital to understand Hiraizumi.
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Esashi-Fujiwara Heritage Park
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Wooden Yakushi-Nyorai sitting statue
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The Cattle Museum
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Samurai Residence Museum
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Archaeological Assets Research Center
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Takano Choei Memorial Museum
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Goto Shinpei Memorial Museum
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Saito Makoto Memorial Museum
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Festivals and Events
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All-Japan Nohadate-no-Tsudoi (Agricultural Gathering)
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Oshu Koromogawa Festival
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Event Calendar
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Agriculture and Products
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Thanks to the fertile land and
the efforts of our predecessors,
Oshu City boasts the largest
cultivated area in Iwate
Prefecture, and continues
to produce a large number
of agricultural and livestock
products of nationally
outstanding quality.

As for livestock products,
"Maesawa Beef" and "Esashi
Beef" are highly regarded.
Sheep for meat are also raised
in the mountainous areas, and
this has become a new brand
for Oshu City.

The most delicious rice
such as 'Esashi Kin Satsumai’,
'Konjiki no Kaze' and
'Hitomebore' are highly rated
in the market. "Esashi Apple"
is famous nationwide for its
taste and quality. Agricultural
products such as tomatoes,
cucumbers, bell peppers, and
soybeans are delivered not
only within the city but also
nationwide.
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Maesawa Beef and Esashi Beef
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Approach to Recycling Agriculture
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The Tohoku Shinkansen, JR East Tohoku
Main Line, and Tohoku Expressway run north-
south in the center of Oshu. It takes about 2
hours to get here from Tokyo, so many valuable
companies are located here.

Through electronic component manufacturers’
placement in locations such as Esashi Chukaku
Industrial Park, Esashi Frontier Park, or
Motosugi Industrial Park, Oshu’s manufacturing
and shipping revenue is about 330 billion
yen. With the increase in production of major
automobile manufacturers, the productivity of
automobile-related industries got a jump start:
major contributions have been made in the
form of boosting employment.

In Oshu, for a long time industries were
developed through traditional artworks such
as Nambu Tekki (ironware) and lwayado
Tansu(chest), as well as through manufacturing
industrial products. Nambu Tekki has garnered
high praise abroad in recent years, and is
exported to dozens of countries around the
world.
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In Oshu, traditional craftworks
that have achieved national
recognition have been passed

P i 2k
Nambu Tekki(ironware)
BEREEIEIEN YA
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down through the generations.
The industry that supports
livelihoods as well as culture
continues to this day.

\
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Iwayado Tansu(chest)
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Hidehira Lacquerware
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General Plan
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The Collaborative Society
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Revitalization of Education and Culture
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The Population Project
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International Linear Collider Project
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Oshu City was born on February 20th, 2006 by the merger of Mizusawa,
Esashi, Maesawa, Isawa, and Koromogawa. It’s in the inland south of Iwate,
and is as large as 993.3 square kilometers.

In the middle flows the Kitakami River, and the atmosphere of scattered
houses, surrounded by water and greenery, spreads far and wide. The whole
region is blessed by plentiful nature, overflowing with green.

In addition to composite farming focused on rice cultivation - resulting
in becoming the preeminent farmland in the prefecture - thanks to the
convenience of our public transport, commerce and industry continues
apace.
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The Kitakami River
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Getting Here
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