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Chojagaharahaiji Ato
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Koromogawa, Oshu City
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Koromokawa River in Japanese history
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The Koromokawa River flows into the Kitakamigawa River a short distance from Chojagaharahaiji Ato. Although it
is much smaller, the Koromokawa River has played an important role in the history of Japan and northeast Asia.

In 789 there was a battle in this area between Aterui, leader of the Emishi, (indigenous ethnic northern people) and
imperial forces from the capital who crossed the Koromokawa River into Emishi territory. Nearly 300 hundred years
later, the area was controlled by Abe Yoritoki, maternal grandfather of the first Oshi Fujiwara lord, Kiyohira. The
Former Nine Years’ War (between 1051 and 1062) started when Abe Yoritoki tried to extend his power south of the
Koromokawa River. Minamoto Yoshitsune, one of Japan's most famous warriors was hunted down by his brother
Yoritomo and fled to Hiraizumi. In 1189, he is said to have died in the chapel of Koromogawa no Tachi, the residence
of the father-in-law of the third Oshi Fujiwara lord, Hidehira.
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Koromokawa River meandering to the east.

Tt flows near the Chéjagaharahaiji Ato( | )and before long joins the Kitakamigawa River.
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About Chojagaharahaiji Ato
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Chojagaharahaiji Ato is the archeological site of a temple built over a thousand years ago at the middle of
the Heian era (794 - 1192). Remains of earthen walls about 100m long enclose a square where foundation stones
have been found. As a result of excavation surveys, the site shows that Buddhist culture was already
flourishing in the Koromogawa area before the 12th century Osht Fujiwara era. Thus, Chojagaharahaiji Ato is
an important source of information for the early development of Hiraizumi culture.
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View of site (the central square in the rice fields) from directly
overhead. The Koromokawa River can be seen flowing nearby, on the
west side of the site.
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View of main hall from the south. Until about the 10th century,
ancient halls simply displayed a Buddhist statue but by medieval
times, the space in front of it was enlarged for performing rituals.
Chojagaharahaiji Ato was between these two styles.
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View of excavated earthen wall. Only high-ranking temples were
surrounded by earthen walls which required considerable manpower
*2 ¢ for construction. For this reason, it is likely that Chojagaharahaiji Ato
was commissioned by a person with authority and power.
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Value and relevance of this site
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The value and relevance of Chojagaharahaiji Ato can be evaluated from the following perspectives:
a) its value at the time when it was in operation as a temple
b) its relevance after the temple had become defunct, at the time when the Osha Fujiwara family rose to the

peak of its prosperity in the 12th century.

IS BEERE  View to site from north

AEH SEEZEED View to east from the main hall

EHSECEN  View to site from east
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The central axis of the main hall and south gate of the temple
points southward to the peak of Mt. Kanzan where Chuason-ji
temple is situated. There was also a view of Mt. Tabashineyama
from the main hall. It is clear that Chojagaharahaiji Ato was
designed and built with the surrounding mountains in mind, a
concept that considerably influenced the development of
Hiraizumi.
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The first Osha Fujiwara lord, Kiyohira, built Daichdju-in
Temple on the north side of the summit of Mt. Kanzan, a location
deliberately selected as it commanded a view of the Koromogawa
area. In his ‘Ganmon Pledge’ (prayers for the consecration of
Chison-ji Temple), Kiyohira expressed his wishes to console the
souls of those who had died in the wars fought in northeastern
Japan. This shows that Koromogawa was a place of special
significance for the Osha Fujiwara family in their development of
Hiraizumi based on Pure Land ideology.



BEHDDIERF  Remains from surrounding area
ORE» FESW  Chojagaharahaiji Ato

@HEEBEEEN  Shirotoritate Iseki
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@EMZF Motsu-ji

EEBENPREE  Muryoko-in Ato

®&EIL Mt Kinkeisan
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@ESE Takkoku no lwaya

Q@ESFHEEEN Honederamura Shoen Iseki
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1~9 are assets related to Hiraizumi’ s cultural landscape
associated with Pure Land Buddhist cosmology
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View of site from Koromokawa River with Mt. Tabashineyama in the distance.

- %P - |IB8F  Landmarks / Historic spots
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Cattle Museum (Facilities for exhibition of items excavated from Shirotoritate Site )

BEIDEYEEKE Area Museum / Area Cultural Artifacts Museum

BNFALREF RS 103-1 0187-56-7666

EEyRESW Chojagaharahaiji Ato ERASEETRY 1 11HEDFRE Remains of 11th century temple BENZE) | [ RE TG
DEMERMEF  Shirotoritate Iseki dt_blI35BOE it Strategic point of Kitakamigawa River transportation BNTmRIRETERE Ak

3hl@F ChidsonHi BNEEEOER Temple founded by the Oshii Fujiwara family EREIFRFRE202 | 0191-46-2211

OFEHF Motsliji BMWEREOSR Temple founded by the Oshi Fujiwara family FRERFARES

SEBEARE MOryoko-in Ato 1 2HHEBEMNEBREOSRS Remains of 12th century temple of the Oshil Fujiwara family ERBERFEIEL S bty

E&ML Mt Kinkeisan 12fHZD#E  12th century sutra burial hill TRETERFEL 0191-46-2110
Tz ErmARF  Yanaginogosho Iseki TROETHE Remains of 12th century administrative office in Hiraizumi FREFRFER108-1 0191-34-1001
28R Takkoku no lwaya 1 LRAFFSEROSR Temple built by Sakanoue no Tamuramaro TRITERFILR16 | 0191-46-4931
I &SHEEMEN Honederamura Shoen Iseki | RESFOEEE Remains of a Chdson-ji Temple manor —MmEElFASF (0191-21-2111

SN Settaikan Iseki 12{HHCDEEE  12th century archeological remains BRI |[Z7 B | 0197-52-3111

EEMEH Toyoda no Tachi Ato BFENBIOEEY Remains of the 12th century residence of the first Oshi Fujiwara lord, Kiyohira ENTIAEESETTERR |0197-35-2111

PESRIEST |sawajo Ato S thiHEs (9-10c) Remains of 9th to 10th century government office BNfREERAFSE | 0197-22-4400
DG Tsunozuka Kofun BARBILORA®MN (S5c#¥) 5th century burial mound BENMEREFSEFER (0197-46-2111

B Tonomi no Saku Ato BINEAHOME  Remains of 11th century fort FrIGEERFERE |0197-44-3123
BEEIL Mt Kydzukayama WIED'SFRH—HTEET See Hiraizumi from the summit BMNTIREESF_F |0197-56-2111

WREG7 Kokusekiiji HiRAF(862)FOEEMIREE Temple with a statue of Yakushi Nyorai (Buddha of Healing) made in 862 | BffXREERNFILAI7 |0197-26-4168
MIEZES ShoboHi BFBRAOFREREE EXX Temple with the largest thatched roof in Japan BAMAREREETELS129 | 0197-26-4041

BIH#EREE Kylgotoke jitaku 1 BHEHEROFEBORR Early 18th century private house EMFIAREAEFAL |0197-35-2111

J?g?ﬁiﬁ%%ﬁﬁ?ifﬁﬁﬁﬁ;ﬂ;@ gg%% ggggggﬁﬁﬁ Traditional samurai buildings T T —

http://www.isop.ne.jp/atrui/mhaku.html

E)X/ELHNBLE Koromogawa Historical Museumn

BRI IEE[B0-18 0197-52-3760

(©)#WZMPREHEIEE Yanaginogosho Museum

PRETTRFMER108-1 0191-34-1001

(O) FpiBE8E Hiraizumi Local History Museum FREFRFEILLD 0191-46-4012 http://www.town.hiraizumi.iwate.jp/
(E)—Bami8MiE  Ichinoseki City Museum —PITH R F 2215 0191-29-3180 http://www.museum.city.ichinoseki.iwate.jp/
(F) BMIER{ L& >~ — Oshi City Archaeological Research Center | BUWrACREERIFNMESS-1 0197-22-4400 http://www.oshu-bunka.or.jp/maibun/

©ATLBLNILE Esashi Cultural Museum

ENMmIAEEEEF/\EHR102-1

0197-31-1600 http://www.esashi-iwate.gr.jp/bunka/

(HaELEROS Fujiwara no Sato Historical Park

AR EE2F\ENE6-1

0197-35-7791

http://www.esashi-iwate.gr.jp/

BELy&bHt Information
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Osha City World Heritage Inscription Section.

T029-4292 EFREMMEIREFCHETET 1

71 Nanoka machi ura, Maesawa, Osh, lwate 029-4292
TEL:(0197)56-2111 URL:http://www.city.oshu.iwate.jp/
E-Mail:sekaiisan@city.oshu.iwate.jp
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Visitors are requested to observe the following:

BHIFFAEMTY EEOFDEEICTEREE L.
Please do not disturb local residents

SAIFEETY, Please do not smoke
J=EPHFER/D TFEL. Please take litter home

BAREFOEDEFER LD LIEWT FELY,
Please do not damage or remove plants




